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efforts were without avail. Clive carried the fort by assault,
and Admiral Watson found a passage up the channel in spite
of the sunken ships. The losses were heavy on both sides,
and the British fleet was riddled with shot and shell. But in
the end the garrison surrendered, and the greatest element
of danger to the English campaign in Bengal was thereby
avoided.

Surajah Dowlah was dismayed at the defeat of the French,
whom he had been bribing heavily to come to his aid. He
now turned to another quarter for European reinforcements.
One of Dupleix's most brilliant Generals, a famous French
officer named the Comte de Bussy, was established with a large
army of French soldiers and trained sepoys in a province of
India called the Northern Circars, lying along the coast of the
Bay of Bengal, on the eastern side of the Deccan. De Bussy's
army had raised an Indian pretender named Salabat Jang to the
throne of the Deccan, and as a recompense he had been made
Viceroy of the Circars. Eventually the Nizam, as this Prince
was called, became jealous of the power of his lieutenant, and
besieged the Comte de Bussy at Hyderabad. He was defeated,
however, by the daring Frenchman, who recovered all his
power, and henceforth had Salabat Jang completely under his
influence.

It was to this French army that Surajah Dowlah now sent
messengers offering De Bussy huge sums of money if he would
bring his army to attack the English under Clive, * to whom,*
said the Nabob, * may all evil's attend/

But De Bussy was not eager to leave his own province at
this time, having had long experience of Oriental treachery,
and fearing that in his absence the Nizam of the Deccan might
again prove unfaithful.

Meanwhile Robert Clive was engaged in a deep-laid scheme
for the overthrow of Surajah Dowlah. The Nabob had estab-
lished his vast camp on a field called Plassey, so named from a
little red flower that covered the plain as if it were stained with
blood. Here, as Clive well knew, he spent his days in that